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FOREWORD

'Here at WWT our vision is a world where healthy wetland

nature thrives and enriches lives. As the decision makers and
consumers of the future, today’s young people are crucial in
achieving this. That is why we developed Generation Wild,
a nature connection programme for schools, children and
families |n economically disadvantaged areas. '

GCeneration Wild inspires young people to care for and
connect with nature through a magical combination of

_ storytelling, puppetry and innovative technology. Their

journey starts with a visit to a WWT wetland centre, where
they come face to face with the natural world, sometimes for
the first time. The activities create a springboard to further
activity in the local community.

Nature is for everyone, not just the privileged few. Young
people from economically disadvantaged communities
often have less'opportunity to connect with nature, yet they
potentially have the most to gain.

We also know, first hand, that where these young people
have supported nature, nature has supported them in return.
Through Generation Wild, children gain confidence, find
meaning in their lives and feel happier.

None of this would have been possible without the hard work
and dedication of the staff and volunteers that have brought
this project to life. | would like to thank every one of them. You
have made a real difference to these young people and to
the future of wetlands and their wildlife.

Mark Stead, Head of Learning



WHY
GENERATION
WILD?

Evidence shows that connecting with nature

makes children feel happier, increases their

- self-esteem, and improves their behaviour
as well as their mental and physical health.’

If children are to care for the natural world, they need
to feel connected to it.2 Children from disadvantaged
communities have fewer opportunities to connect with
nature.? Through Generation Wild we work with schools,
children and fémilies in these communities to inspire the
next generation of nature lovers.

Generation Wild was co-created in partnership with
Stand + Stare, an interactive design studio. We worked
alongside children, teachers and families from schools
in economically disadvantaged areas. A range of
access,.diversity and inclusion consultants ensured
“that all needs were considered as the programme.
was developed.
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It's brilliant to see children who
spend most of their lives living in
the middle of a large city getting
time to interact with nature.

Parent
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PARTICIPANTS

During the first phase of the programme: : Participation levels have increased
: as the programme has progressed.
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I love to look at nature and see the meanings of it.
Looking at the stream makes me think more about
the important meanings of nature and how to keep it safe.
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Exploring the demographics '

Geheration Wild is ﬁpeciﬁcally targeted at schools
in economically disadvantaged areas.

We use the percentage of children eligible for . We have analysed data on the relative levels

free school meals as the qualifying criteria. - of deprivation in the areas where participating
Schools are ranked according to this criteria schools are located. This deprivation is measured
with the top 20% of schools in each area eligible using the Indices of Multiple Deprivation (IMD).
to take part. The average percentage of pupils Of the 605 participating schools, 413 (68%) were
eligible for free school meals was 44% in in the 30% most debrived areas of their nation.
schools participating in Generation Wild. This - 507 (84%) were in the 50% most deprived.

is higher than the average of 25% across the
three nations.
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During this first phase
of the programme,

7,524 children,
5, 8" 8 adults

have visited our centres

free of charge using their
free vouchers







AN o
' AWARD-WINNING .

- PROGRAMME

Generation Wild has won three prestigious awards.

e Gold Award in the education category_ of the

British and Irish Association for Zoos and Aquariums Awards.

» Best contribution towards transforming nature connection
in the Outdoor Recreation Network Awards.

e Highly commended.in the Divérsity, Equity-and Inclusion
category of the Green Gown Awards.
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Education Gold
Award Winner
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An outstanding project which is of clear benefit to
nature and to young people’s wellbeing. Overall, very
impressive in its scale and impact!

" BIAZA Award judges

This innovative, inclusive nature projectisa
commendable initiative that allows underprivileged
children to connect with nature.

Green Gown Award judges

The reach of the programme has been extensive with
impact in harder to reach communities, demonstrating -
nature is for everyone. The formative research of this
programme and resulting measured change

[is exemplary.

ORN Award judges
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We have secured additional funding from

our anonymous charitable donor that will enable
us to continue the programme until at least
August 2027. We will use this time to search for
further funding to enable the programme to
continue beyond this point. During the second
phase of the programme (September 2024 to
August 2027), a further 51,000 children will

take part. |

¥

The new version of the onsite experience for
older pupils is now ready and will be available

- to schools during this second phase. We hope to
continue our partnership with Cardiff University, . ‘ ' 0.
enabling us to effectively evaluate the impact of 8 - / B T e T
this new phase. - o ,.m--,.h..\:'_,ﬁ_” T ——














